Dear Edi? 


5/29/81 

Thanks for the selections from Wicker (i gue 33 maybe I ought got and road that book) 
and Solzhenitsyn. I appreciate them but still think the applicability is exaggerated* 

Although there is much in the modem Wocker to hide it, his growth and changing 
perceptions predate his timing in the book. 1 know this from personal experience. 

In 1965 he tried to interest the ®imes in Whitewash, He j&ad the so, a very poor 
copy of it, and then sent it to Salisbury, later, early in 1965, lie tiled to persuade 
Norton to publish it. They’d read it and had some interest, And I presume fears. 

Thereafter, until IdftOnnstartod Ids bohlrxd-tho-scone dirtyworks, the Times treated 
my books fairly. In mows columns, not reviews, 

Wicker’s confessfoH°intercts me because ho dates the beginning of LBJ’a understanding 
of what the CIA was up to, the very earliest days ot the LBJ administration. You don't 
suppose the CIA was going around confessing, do you? I presume this means tliat by then the 
PHI hadh began to dump on the CIA, Itndid, later, and I have the recorde/preof* 

I’ve been reading more and enjoying the change. Recently The Power and the Glory and 
The Pillars of the Post. Problem i» I can't go the library and stand, nor c a n t in bookstores. 

n 


I’m glad you omo put of your breakdown feeling good. I was not aware of the amount 
of welf-Hinderstanding and knowledge tliat con result, but I’m sure, as you say, that the 


price is high. 

I guess it is for everything. In my own <aaso I compare w ith not being alive and 
conclude that the cost could have been much greater and frHli have been worth it. And I am 


pretty limited in what I can do today. If I cun^t do as much, 1811 do what I can. And be 
reasonably Content* I know more should be done and can be, but I can&t now do it, so I 

I 

don't worry about what I can t do because I can't do it and oon t get anyone else to try. 
We have to learn to adjust and adapt. I’m lucky not to have had to pay more to learn 


this. I've also learned that relaxation is more important and I got in ways I’d not have 
thought of two years ago. Like taking in the Oriole * 3 ballgames, meanwhile exercising my legs 
at the end of each inning abd on commercials and pitching changes ote. (All are on radio 
bit only some on TO.) I visit with my neighbors of my ag; a bot more, too. Watch the birds 



